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A professor at Yale University recently suggested a controversial solution to Japan’s population
problem: mass “seppuku” – a form of ritual suicide that originated from Japan’s ancient warrior class of
samurai – for the elderly. In other words, mass suicide for the country’s senior citizens.

Yusuke Narita, who teaches economics at the Ivy League school, also predicted that the “possibility of
making euthanasia mandatory in the future will come up in discussion.”

Podcaster Martin Brodel slammed the professor, saying that he is wrongheaded and desperate for
attention. “If he’s going to insist on mass suicide, we need to start with him,” Brodel said.

Analysts think the professor’s rhetoric is very close to World Economic Forum (WEF) Founder Klaus
Schwab’s ideologies and desire to depopulate the planet. Self-proclaimed world health czar and tech
mogul Bill Gates has also endorsed “death panels” to sentence ordinary, law-abiding people to death
for the crime of being of no use to the elite, NewsPunch‘s Baxter Dmitry noted.

Narita’s suggestion received a fierce wave of backlash, with critics branding him “irresponsible” as
many of his supporters “believed old people should just die already.” He reportedly became somewhat
famous in the youth of Japan, garnering half a million Twitter followers.

Journalist Masaki Kubota reportedly said the Japanese “might think, ‘oh, my grandparents are the ones
who are living longer and we should just get rid of them.’”

Alexis Dudden, a historian at the University of Connecticut, said Narita isn’t “focusing on helpful
strategies such as better access to daycare or broader inclusion of women in the workforce or broader
inclusion of immigrants,” or other “things that might actually invigorate Japanese society.”

Meanwhile, Narita told New York Times that his words were “taken out of context.” He claimed that he
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simply wants the elderly to be removed from positions of power.

“I should have been more careful about their potential negative connotation,” Narita reportedly said of
his use of the term “seppuku,” adding that it was “an abstract metaphor.” He told the media outlet that,
“after some self-reflection,” he stopped using that term sometime last year. He also later retracted his
statement on euthanasia, saying he is not advocating its introduction as it is a complex and nuanced
issue.

Older generations are traditionally revered and honored in Japan, and Narita’s views and the views of
his supporters indicate a growing cohort of youth bucking those traditions.

Japan’s total population shrinks by 0.43%

Japanese Prime Minister Kishida Fumio noted back in January that the nation’s birth rate fell below
800,000 in 2022, reaching that landmark of decline eight years ahead of projections. According to
official estimates, the total population shrank by 0.43 percent, at 124.77 million as of Jan. 1 versus
125.308 million on the same day in 2022. The pace of decline eased slightly from 2021 when the
population fell 0.6 percent.

“Our nation is on the cusp of whether it can maintain its societal functions. It is now or never when it
comes to policies regarding births and child-rearing – it is an issue that simply cannot wait any longer,”
Kishida said.

Nikkei Asia reported that Japan’s population peaked in 2008 at just over 128 million. But the number of
newborns has been falling for years. The latest estimate showed the population of 0-4 year-olds is
at 4.22 million. That is only about two-thirds of the 6.24 million people in the 20-24 age bracket.

Meanwhile, there are about 36.21 million people aged 65 and above, making up for 29 percent of the
total population. Narita, it appears, wants to drastically lower that number.

Watch Martin Brodel’s recent podcast below.
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