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World’s Largest Fresh Produce Market CATCHES FIRE — and People are
Starting to Ask Questions

Description

After years of governments around the world exploiting the Covid pandemic to invoke emergency
powers, there is a new crisis brewing on the horizon: Food supply.

On Sunday, the world’s largest fresh produce market in Paris, France caught fire and burned nearly to
the ground.

The warehouse blaze ignited near a massive produce market that supplies the Paris region with much
of its fresh food. The market bills itself as ‘the largest of its kind in the world,” ABC News reported.

“Firefighters urged people to stay away from the area in Paris’ southern suburbs, as 100 officers and
30 fire engines battled the blaze at the Rungis International Market,” ABC noted.
RUNGIS - Il n’y a qu’un seul entrep6t qui brdle et les pompiers sont entrain de maitriser
l'incendie.

Les flammes sont impressionnantes mais tout le Marché International n’est pas en feu.
pic.twitter.com/rgAeXCwQUM

— Clément Lanot (@ClementLanot) September 25, 2022

No one was injured in the blaze. But the fire tore through the 7,000 square meters (1.7 acres)
warehouse, roughly the size of a soccer field, said Capt. Marc Le Moine, a spokesman for the Paris fire
service.

The cause of the blaze was unknown but will be investigated, Le Moine said.

The wholesale market employs 12,000 people and it sells fruit and vegetables, seafood, meats, and
dairy products from around the world.

The Rungis International Market fire is but the latest in a long string of fires at food processing plants
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since the beginning of 2021.

Maid-Rite Steak Company (Pennsylvania)

Food Processing plant (San Antonio, Texas)
Cargill-Nutrena (Lecompte, Louisiana)

Van Drunen freeze-dried food plant (lllinois)

Potato plant (Belfast, Maine)

Potato plant (Washington state)

Harpers’ Market (Ontario, Canada)

Poultry processing plant (Ontario, Canada)
Mauston Meat Processing Plant (Wisconsin)
Bonzana Meat Company (El Paso, Texas)
Sheorers Foods (Oregon)

Nestle Hot Pockets plant (Arkansas)

Walmart distribution center (Indiana)

Walmart storefront (Edgewood, New Mexico)
Walmart storefront (Clark County/Las Vegas, Nevada)
Rio Fresh Onion facility (Southern Texas)

East Conway Beef & Pork (New Hampshire)

Deli Star (lllinois)

Tyson poultry plant (Kentucky)

Kellogg’s plant (Memphis, Tennessee)

Tyson feed ingredients (Alabama)

Meat provider (Savannah, Georgia)

JBS meat plant (Nebraska)

Smithfield Foods plant (Monmouth, lllinois)
Fertilizer plant (North Carolina)

Wisconsin River Meats

Louis Dreyfus — largest soy processing plant in U.S. (Indiana)
Potato plant processor (Oregon)

Fertilizer plant (Kansas)

Industrial food processing facility (Quebec, Canada)
Maricopa Food Pantry (Arizona)

Patak Meat Production company (Georgia)

River Valley Ingredients plant (Alabama)

Riverway Foods in River Way (Essex, U.K.)

Perdue Farms (Chesapeake, Virginia)

General Mills plant (Cedar Rapids, lowa)

Taylor Farms California Foodservice (Salinas, California)

Azure Standard Headquarter Facility for organic foods (Dufur,

Oregon)

All of these agricultural plant fires are raising concerns over a surge in food prices, which rose a
reported 0.8% in August and 11.4% over the last year, the largest 12-month increase since May 1979.

by Kyle Becker
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https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/fire-erupts-at-meat-processing-facility-in-lackawanna-county/523-c08b77a3-8a64-4d4b-aed8-45de6e71352b
https://www.ksat.com/news/local/2021/12/13/west-side-food-processing-plant-left-with-smoke-damage-after-fire-safd-says/
https://www.kalb.com/2022/01/13/fire-breaks-out-lecompte-area-feed-mill/
https://www.daily-journal.com/news/local/van-drunen-site-total-loss-after-fire/article_341d2c60-6ccc-11ec-b3ae-9f702e956def.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/potato-plant-fire-belfast-maine-penobscot-mccrum/
https://www.nwpb.org/2021/01/22/potato-plant-down-fire-at-central-washington-facility-hurts-already-struggling-industry/
https://urbanicity.com/hamilton/city/2022/02/harpers-market-on-the-hamilton-mountain-has-been-destroyed-by-a-fire/
https://www.chch.com/crews-battle-stubborn-fire-on-hamilton-mountain-damage-in-the-millions/
https://www.nbc15.com/2022/02/05/mauston-meat-processing-plant-loses-storefront-fire/
https://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/local/el-paso/2022/02/15/el-paso-fire-photos-building-paisano-downtown-segundo-barrio/6797160001/
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/business/article266240501.html
https://www.meatpoultry.com/articles/26372-nestle-hot-pockets-plant-remains-shuttered-following-fire
https://fox59.com/news/walmart-claims-departments-responding-to-distribution-center-made-fire-worse/
https://www.krqe.com/news/new-mexico/report-edgewood-walmart-fire-could-have-been-set-by-two-people/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/18300636/las-vegas-nevada-walmart-fire-news/
https://theproducenews.com/texas/rio-fresh-onion-facility-damaged-warehouse-fire
https://www.wmtw.com/article/cattle-rescued-fire-destroys-meat-market/39711085
https://www.provisioneronline.com/articles/110475-deli-star-plant-destroyed-in-fire
https://www.wattagnet.com/articles/42633-fire-occurs-at-tyson-poultry-plant-in-robards-kentucky
https://www.actionnews5.com/2021/07/25/fire-kellogs-factory/
https://www.wvtm13.com/article/large-fire-at-tyson-plant-in-hanceville-alabama/37184499
https://www.wtoc.com/2021/08/18/fire-extinguished-meat-processing-plant-alfred-street/
https://www.reuters.com/business/jbs-plans-reopen-nebraska-beef-plant-damaged-fire-2021-09-13/
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/food-beverage/fire-smithfield-plant-and-other-food-industry-news
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/01/us/winston-salem-fertilizer-plant-fire/index.html
https://www.meatpoultry.com/articles/26154-wisconsin-river-meats-suffers-major-fire
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/louis-dreyfus-reports-fire-at-largest-u.s.-soy-processing-plant
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/02/23/explosion-causes-fire-at-oregon-potato-chip-plant/
https://abc17news.com/news/2022/04/19/fertilizer-plant-fire-causes-evacuations-in-western-kansas/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/sherbrooke-food-lab-fire-1.6394381
https://www.abc15.com/news/region-central-southern-az/maricopa/maricopa-food-pantry-burns-in-fire-losing-40-000lbs-of-food
https://www.prweb.com/releases/patak_meat_products_rebuilds_after_facility_fire_in_preparation_for_reopening/prweb18329785.htm
https://www.cullmantribune.com/2021/07/31/building-in-flames-at-tyson-river-valley-ingredients-plant-near-hanceville/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-essex-61227225
https://www.foxnews.com/us/firefighters-extinguish-industrial-fire-at-perdue-farms-facility
https://www.firefighternation.com/firefighting/general-mills-food-processing-plant-roof-catches-fire-in-cedar-rapids-ia￼/
https://abc7news.com/taylor-farms-fire-salinas-evacuation-shelter-in-place-california-ammonia-explosion-risk/11747214/
https://www.columbiagorgenews.com/news/fire-destroys-azure-standard-headquarter-facility/article_7df4657c-c03e-11ec-a8c2-5f88e266c6db.html
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/monthly-us-consumer-prices-unexpectedly-rise-august-core-inflation-picks-up-2022-09-13/
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