
Which Countries Trust Their Government (And Which Ones Don’t?)

Description

In many countries around the world, vast portions of the population do not trust their own 
government.

Lack of faith in government and politics is nothing new, but, as Visual Capitalist’s Nick Routley details 
below, in times of uncertainty, that lack of trust can coalesce into movements that challenge the
authority of ruling parties and even threaten the stability of nations.

This visualization uses data from the Ipsos Global Trustworthiness Monitor to look at how much
various populations trust their government and public institutions.
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https://www.visualcapitalist.com/global-trust-in-government-2022/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/global-trust-in-government-2022/
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2022-01/Global-Trustworthiness-Monitor-2021.pdf


Tracking Trust in Government

Since the beginning of the pandemic, global trust in government has improved by eight percentage
points, but that is only a small improvement on an otherwise low score.

At the country level, feelings towards government can vary widely. India, Germany, Netherlands, and
Malaysia had the highest government trust levels.

Many of the countries with the lowest levels of trust were located in Latin America. This makes sense,
as trust in politicians in this region is almost non-existent. For example, in Colombia, only 4% of the
population consider politicians trustworthy. In Argentina, that figure falls to just 3%.

Trust in Public Institutions

Broadly speaking, people trust their public services more than the governments in charge of managing
and funding them. This makes sense as civil servants fare much better than politicians and
government ministers in trustworthiness.
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https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/countries-trust-in-government-visualization.jpg?itok=z3QU9cPe


As our main chart demonstrates, there is a correlation between faith in government and trust in public
institutions. There are clear “high trust” and “low trust” groupings in the countries included in the
polling, but there is also a third group that stands out—the countries that have high trust in public
institutions, but not in their government. Leading this group is Japan, which has a stark difference in
trust between public services and politicians. There are many factors that explain this difference, such
as values, corruption levels, and the reliability of public services in various countries.

While trust scores for government improved slightly during the pandemic, trust in public institutions
stayed nearly the same.
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