
US Senate Passes Bill to End COVID-19 National Emergency
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USA: The U.S. Senate on March 3 approved a measure that would end the national emergency over
COVID-19.

The resolution passed 48–47 on a party-line vote.

All Republicans voted for S.J.Res. 38, which would end the national emergency declared by President
Donald Trump on March 13, 2020. All Democrats voted against the declaration, which has been
extended twice by President Joe Biden.

Five senators missed the vote, including three Democrats.

“After nearly two years of living under this state of emergency, the American people are worn out and
yearning to breathe free; they long for their God-given freedoms, and for leaders to take their side.
There is no doubt, it’s time for our nation to learn to live with COVID,” Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kan.),
who introduced the measure, said in a statement after the vote.

“I am proud my colleagues came together to repeal this emergency declaration and delivered a
symbolic victory to our citizens that normalcy is around the corner and that limited government and our
constitutional rights still reign supreme. It’s high time to stop talking about restrictions and the
unknown. We must chart a new course to victory today that respects the virus and our freedoms.”

Before voting began, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) urged senators to vote no. He
argued that it isn’t the right time to end the emergency declaration, which enables the president to take
certain actions, because new variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 may emerge.

The proposal “would precisely handicap the Biden administration’s ability to fight the pandemic and
heighten the danger that all our progress is suddenly unraveled in the future,” he said, claiming the
declaration “has been one of the most powerful and best tools for mobilizing the federal government to
combat the pandemic.”

Sen. Mike Braun (R-Ind.) disagreed, telling the body that the number of people who have been
vaccinated combined with those who enjoy natural immunity means “a large majority of the nation are
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already protected” and that the virus has become endemic.

“When this emergency was first declared two years ago this week, it was needed,” he said, but “it’s
past time for the president and governors across the country to give up the extra powers granted to
them under the COVID emergency declarations.

“If we’re going to live with this virus and move forward as a country, we must end the national
emergency authorization and then other governors across the country should follow suit.”

The measure now heads to the House of Representatives, which is controlled by Democrats, who have
generally been more in favor of restrictions during the pandemic than the GOP. Even if the House were
to approve the measure, the White House said on March 3 that Biden would veto it.

A spokeswoman for House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) didn’t respond by press time to a request
by The Epoch Times for comment.
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