
US Seizes Tanker Full of Iranian Oil Near Greece
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Fresh off of the US targeting a series of companies involved in an Iran-linked oil smuggling network,
the US has now seized an oil tanker near Greece, taking the Iranian oil within to be sent to the US.

The oil was on a Russian-operated ship, which had been singled out for US targeting in February. It
was then called the Pegas. The company renamed the ship the Lana. Greece had impounded the
Pegas and its Russian crew last month over the invasion of Ukraine, but ultimately released it.

Neither the US nor Russia is commenting. Greece says the US informed them the oil was Iranian, and
that the US hired a different ship to take the oil to America. Iran has summoned the Greek charges
d’affaires and called the incident a “clear example of piracy.”

The US accused the tanker of loading 700,000 Bbls of oil from Iran in August 2021. The tanker mostly
carried oil to China.

The seizure of the tanker, and oil, comes amid tensions on the ongoing nuclear talks. Iran believes,
and not unfairly, that the oil was just stolen from them, and the US position, while yet to be public, is
that the oil is now theirs.

It’s not a great precedent, but generally Iran can’t do much about it, and the US is keen to have the oil.
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https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-05-26/u-s-seizes-iranian-oil-cargo-near-greek-island-sources

