
U.S. Will No Longer Conduct Anti-Satellite Tests; Still Approving Thousands of
Satellites to Be Launched Despite Warnings

Description

Over the years there has been opposition and warnings in the U.S. and worldwide about various
catastrophic issues associated satellites and similar vehicles being launched into space for providing
broadband (including 5G) and for other purposes (see 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.)  In fact,
earlier this year, 40 Starlink broadband satellites launched in the U.S. fell from orbit and burned. 
Additionally, insurance companies are less willing to insure satellites due to collision risks. 
Nevertheless, the U.S. continues to approve thousands more controversial broadband satellites to be
launched (see 1, 2); however, it has pledged to stop anti-satellite testing.

From Ars Technica:

United States commits to ending “reckless” anti-satellite missile testing

Will other nations with such weapons, including China and Russia, follow suit?

Eric Berger

The United States will no longer conduct anti-satellite tests, Vice President Kamala Harris announced
Monday. With this declaration, the country seeks to establish a new norm for responsible behavior in
space.

“We have consistently condemned these tests and called them reckless, but that is not enough,” Harris
said. “Today we are going further. I am pleased to announce that as of today, the United States
commits not to conduct destructive direct-ascent anti-satellite missile testing. Simply put: These tests
are dangerous, and we will not conduct them. We are the first nation to make such a commitment. And
I call on all nations to join us.”

Harris made her comments on Monday evening during a visit to Vandenberg Space Force Base, the
preeminent launch site on the West Coast of the United States. During her speech, Harris said the US
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https://ehtrust.org/key-issues/cell-phoneswireless/5g-internet-everything/20-quick-facts-what-you-need-to-know-about-5g-wireless-and-small-cells/
https://www.activistpost.com/2022/04/court-revokes-license-to-launch-satellites-starlink-should-have-carried-out-public-hearings-france.html
https://www.cellphonetaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/441449-Low-Earth-Orbit-Satellites.pdf
http://www.freethesky.org/
https://www.5gspaceappeal.org/the-appeal/
https://www.activistpost.com/2022/01/spacex-satellites-may-interfere-with-identifying-dangerous-near-earth-asteroids-thousands-more-to-be-launched-anyway.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2021/11/space-junk-threats-highlighted-by-smashed-russian-satellite-fcc-approves-up-to-65000-more-internet-satellites-anyway.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2021/11/spacex-says-boeing-broadband-satellites-will-cause-interference-issues-fcc-approves-them-anyway.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2021/04/study-nowhere-on-earth-is-safe-from-light-pollution-from-satellites-and-space-junk-thousands-more-satellites-planned-anyway.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/11/nasa-warns-5g-satellites-are-disaster-waiting-to-happen-other-experts-agree.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/10/experts-fear-explosions-in-orbit-as-space-junk-levels-increase-fcc-allows-more-satellites-anyway.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/09/white-house-issues-space-security-directive-to-address-potential-for-satellite-hacks-hijacks-jams-and-other-disasters.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/06/spacex-satellites-mucking-up-space-and-already-causing-health-and-environmental-issues-on-earth.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/01/astronomers-reject-spacexs-claim-that-dark-satellites-wont-interfere-with-space-research.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2022/02/spacex-satellites-launched-last-week-fall-from-orbit-and-burn.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2021/09/until-space-is-cleaned-up-insurers-will-continue-to-pull-or-limit-writing-policies-on-satellites-for-fear-of-collisions.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2022/04/despite-warnings-and-opposition-amazon-approved-for-launching-3236-broadband-satellites.html
https://www.activistpost.com/2022/03/group-asks-fcc-other-federal-agencies-to-pause-satellite-launches-for-180-days-and-conduct-proper-risk-assessment.html
https://arstechnica.com/science/2022/04/united-states-commits-to-ending-reckless-anti-satellite-missile-testing/
https://arstechnica.com/author/ericberger/


government will work with other nations to establish this as a new international norm for responsible
behavior in space, noting that ending such tests would benefit all nations and help to preserve the
environment of low Earth orbit.

Specifically, the US military will no longer conduct “direct-ascent” anti-satellite tests, which means
missiles launched from the surface of the Earth with the intent to destroy a specific satellite. This
method is a powerful capability that has been demonstrated to date only by the United States, Russia,
China, and India. Since the 1960s these countries have conducted more than a dozen tests to
demonstrate the capability to friends and foes.

The problem with such tests, beyond their jingoistic overtones, is that they create a lot of hazardous
debris, showering pieces of satellites across a wide variety of orbits, and it sometimes takes decades
for this debris to lose altitude and burn up in Earth’s atmosphere.

“If a satellite was taken out by debris, it could affect the daily weather forecast, GPS driving directions,
and even your favorite TV station,” Harris said. “Critical infrastructure, like wind turbines that power our
homes, well, they rely on satellites for connectivity. Satellites help us track the climate crisis. They
enable our commercial activities. And they help us protect our troops and our people. All of this is
threatened by the debris created by these reckless tests.”

Cumulatively, these tests have produced about 6,300 pieces of trackable debris, said Brian Weeden,
director of Program Planning at the Secure World Foundation. At least 4,300 pieces of that debris
remain in orbit today, posing long-term threats to human spaceflight, science and national security
missions, and the future economic development of space.

“I think this is very significant,” Weeden said of Harris’ announcement. “That is a really important first
step towards ending such testing, and I commend the Biden administration for being willing to take that
initial step.”

Further Reading

Russia acknowledges anti-satellite test, but says it’s no big deal

The announcement comes six months after Russia shot down its defunct Tselina-D satellite that had
been in low Earth orbit about 500 km above Earth’s surface since 1982. Western governments,
including the United States, condemned the test as “reckless.” Astronauts on board the International
Space Station, including Russian cosmonauts, took cover for more than two hours out of concern
about debris from the test.

“With its long and storied history in human spaceflight, it is unthinkable that Russia would endanger not
only the American and international partner astronauts on the ISS, but also their own cosmonauts,”
NASA Administrator Bill Nelson said after the demonstration. “Their actions are reckless and
dangerous, threatening as well the Chinese space station and the taikonauts on board.”

Russia declared that the test did not threaten any objects in orbit and was merely carried out as a part
of measures to “strengthen” the country’s defense capability.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e5GtZEzdo6xk41i2_ei3c8jRZDjvP4Xwz3BVsUHwi48/edit#gid=0
https://arstechnica.com/science/2021/11/russia-acknowledges-anti-satellite-test-but-says-its-no-big-deal/
https://arstechnica.com/science/2021/11/russia-acknowledges-anti-satellite-test-but-says-its-no-big-deal/
https://tass.com/science/1362125


Activist Post reports regularly about space vehicles and unsafe technology.  For more information, 
visit our archives and the following websites:

By B.N. Frank
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