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I’m no different from many Americans who still possess anger at how people were mistreated for
questioning narratives, forced into struggling economic positions, and repeatedly lied to about the
efficacy of lockdowns and vaccines by the most powerful people and institutions in the world.

I still possess animosity toward the formerly respectable so-called experts who’ve become
compromised by their political biases and the fear of losing their high status in society if they were to
divorce from the narrative and marry objectivity. How can I trust again a media apparatus that guilted
an entire population of people into getting an experimental vaccine while simultaneously being
sponsored by Big Pharma?

We all want a way to move forward, because anger only breeds more anger, not forgiveness. But it’s
also not advisable for us to gloss over the damage that was done to appease the conscience of the
people who are now remorseful for their participation in perpetuating falsehoods and who cheered on
the social demise of dissenters.

Despite the call for a blanket amnesty discussed in the Atlantic’s op-ed titled “Let’s declare a pandemic 
amnesty,” I believe we should strive for something that’s more succinct in providing a form of justice
that would relieve much of the bitterness that we’ve been carrying for years: COVID reparations.

Often when we discuss reparations, it’s with the concept of throwing an arbitrary amount of cash at
people in hopes that it satisfies enough of them in the process, but what I’m advocating for is a
reparation that’s socially restorative, fair, and directly benefits the people who were impacted by the
injustice.
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First, there needs to be a satisfactory acknowledgment of guilt and an apology directly aimed at the
American public who were unjustly harmed. For example, there needs to be a recognition of the people
who are vaccine injured, and while they’re the minority, their situations are disregarded by people,
including medical professionals, who continue to cling to the fallacy that COVID-19 vaccines provide no
side effects.

There needs to be a national recognition of the mental damage inflicted upon our children due to
seemingly indefinite isolation because of extended lockdowns and school closures, causing youth
suicide attempts to soar.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in 2020, the proportion of mental
health-related emergency department visits among adolescents aged 12–17 years increased by 31
percent compared with 2019. From Feb. 21 to March 20, 2021, emergency department visits due to
suspected suicide attempts were 50.6 percent higher among girls aged 12–17 years than during the
same period in 2019.

You can’t fix what you don’t acknowledge, and we can’t move forward without public acknowledgment
of all the negative consequences that stemmed from an overreaching and politically blinded
governmental apparatus and how they encouraged the private sector to mimic their approach.

There should be restitution for the citizens who were forced out of their jobs and other opportunities for
refusing to get vaccinated, because this action was motivated by the falsehood of the vaccination
stopping the spread, which was overtly stated by many bureaucratic figures, including the CDC
Director Rochelle Walensky.

In cities such as New York City, people, like my wife, were forced into an unfair predicament of taking a
vaccine that they weren’t fully comfortable being injected with or losing their income, all based on the
falsehood of it being the extinguisher of the spread of this virus.

As part of the restitution, every employee who was negatively affected by this should be allowed their
positions back or given financial severance compensation directly from their employer, and there
should be the immediate reenlistment of military members who were forced out due to this refusal.

Any small business owners who were forced out of business while corporate conglomerates like
Amazon, Target, and Walmart were permitted carte blanch operational status should be allowed to file
lawsuits against their local government that used edict to choose the economic winners and losers.

Lastly, there should be guarantees of non-repetition by removing all unelected bureaucratic
figureheads who perpetuated vaccine falsehoods on behalf of Big Pharma, advocated for lockdowns
without regard for our economic survival or impact on our children’s health, and fostered an
environment where questioning medical decisions for yourself made you a dissident instead of normal.

Laws should be created to prevent the federal government from providing blanket immunity from
lawsuits to pharmaceutical companies, because those companies will undoubtedly put more emphasis
on the speed of production and profits over ethics and safety for the American public.

There are countless actions that could be made to show actual repentance for the irreverence shown
toward the American public, but there needs to be conscious action alongside the rhetoric of
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progressing forward.

We haven’t truly learned the lessons from our recent mistakes if we’re willing to continue to pretend
that the wounds that were created by our overzealousness aren’t still infected with unresolved
acrimony.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Epoch Times.
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