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Republicans See Gains In Midterms, But ‘Red Wave’ Hopes Fade As Democrats
Outperform

Description

USA: Republican candidates have managed to push ahead of Democrats in the midterms, but
the predicted red wave appears to have turned out to be little more than aripple...

The Needle: Senate and House Forecast
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As of the time of writing, Petr Svab reports at The Epoch Times that the GOP is still on track to take
over the House of Representatives but may eke out only a razor-thin majority.

In the Senate, the balance of power is likely to remain unchanged with Democrats on an easier
path to shore in at least 50 seats with Vice President Kamala Harris casting the tie-breaker to
keep them in control.
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Republicans recorded the most striking success in Florida, where Gov. Ron DeSantis fortified his
mandate, swiping nearly 60 percent of the vote, up from less than 50 percent in 2018, when he
secured victory by 0.4 percent.

“We made promises to the people of Florida and we have delivered on those
promises. And so today, after four years, the people have delivered their verdict.
Freedom is here to stay,” DeSantis said in his victory speech to a roaring crowd of
supporters at the Tampa Convention Center on Nov. 8.

The governor contrasted conditions in the Sunshine State with that of the other parts of the country
under Democratic control.

“We set out a vision we executed on that vision. And we produced historic results and the
people of this state have responded in record fashion,” he said.

“Now, while our country flounders due to failed leadership in Washington, Florida is on the
right track.”

Gov. Ron DeSantis gives his victory speech after being the projected winner over Democrat

Charlie Crist:

"We chose facts over fear. Education over indoctrination ... Today, after 4 years, the people
have delivered their verdict: Freedom is here to stay."pic.twitter.com/j13BluQnrS

— Alex Salvi (@alexsalvinews) November 9, 2022
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Democrats were only able to defend eight House seats in Florida, compared to 11 two years
ago.

In Ohio, JD Vance beat Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Ohio) for an open U.S. Senate seat. “| am overwhelmed
with gratitude,” Vance told supporters in Columbus. “I cannot express possibly in words how grateful |
am.”

“We need better leadership in Washington, D.C., and that’s exactly what | promise to fight
for every single day,” he added.
In the rest of the country, however, it was largely Democrats overperforming.

Democrat Josh Shapiro defeated Republican Doug Mastriano by more than 11 points in the
Pennsylvania gubernatorial race.

Shapiro’s four-year term will lengthen Democrat rule in the executive office to 12 years. Current
Democrat Gov. Tom Wolf is completing his second term. Eight years is the limit in Pennsylvania.

Shapiro, who is currently state Attorney General, will likely keep many of the policies Wolf has
championed such as the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a cap-and-trade program that
consumers are starting to notice through their higher energy bills.

Josh Shapiro speaks to supporters at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, Pennsylvania, on
Nov. 8, 2022. (Mark Makela/Getty Images)

Democrats have also flipped governorships in Maryland and Massachusetts, though both states
generally lean blue, making those seats ripe for an upset.
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In Arizona, Republican Kari Lake is still holding on to the hope of closing the 11-point gap
between her and Democrat Katie Hobbs as much of the vote remains to be counted.

With the race too close to call, Lake took the stage at 10 p.m. and told watch partygoers that she was
ready to “fight to win,” and, even if it takes hours or days, she’s confident about her chances. She also
said her campaign is getting results that in-person voting favored her.

Democratic gubernatorial candidate Katie Hobbs (L) and Republican gubernatorial candidate Kari Lake
(R). (The Epoch Times)

In a bitter fight to the end, Hobbs and Lake blasted each other on the campaign trail and courted
Arizona voters until Election Day. They also ran on wholly opposite views on how best to govern
Arizona.

Democrat Governors of Kansas and Wisconsin, Laura Kelly and Tony Evers, have managed to keep
their seats, but by less than 3 percentage points. Some votes in those states still remain to be counted.

In the Senate races, the closely watched contest in Pennsylvania has been called by the
Associated Press for Democrat John Fetterman, though Republican Mehmet Oz hasn’t
conceded. Due to several election rule controversies in the state, the results may still get
challenged in court.

In a victory speech before a cheering crowd in Pittsburgh, Fetterman repeated his campaign slogan:

“Every county, every vote.”

Then he said:
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“That’s exactly what happened. We jammed them up. We held the line. | never
expected that we were going to turn these red counties blue, but we did what we
needed.”

Fetterman, who suffered a stroke in May, appeared animated and delivered his victory speech
smoothly.

Behind the scenes, a number of vote-counting issues could threaten to tie up the final, official
results of the election.

On Election Eve, Fetterman’s campaign filed a federal lawsuit seeking to force officials to count mail-in
ballots with improper or missing dates. And on Election Day, officials in Philadelphia made

an emergency change to a vote-counting process—a move they said they felt forced to make even
though it could delay vote tallies by several days.

Final, unofficial vote tallies are not due until Nov. 15, and final certified results are to be filed by Nov.
28, Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth, Leigh Chapman, told reporters on Election Night.

Democratic Senate candidate John Fetterman speaks to supporters during an election night party in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on Nov. 9, 2022. (Jeff Swensen/Getty Images)

The Georgia race between Sen. Raphael Warnock and Republican Hershel Walker remains too
close to call and is likely to head for a December runoff.

As of press time, Warnack has picked up about 1.94 million votes, or 49.4 percent, compared to
Walker’s roughly 1.90 million votes, or 48.5 percent, according to Decision Desk HQ. About 98 percent
of the votes in Georgia have been counted.
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Georgia w
) Rraphael wamock (@) — 1035464 49.42%
ﬂ Herschel Walker =—— 1,900,168 48.52%
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Palls are closed Reporting 97.94% in

Warnock has remained confident about winning the race. Writing on Twitter at around 3:45 p.m. ET, he
said he will have more votes than his opponent.

“And whether we need to work all night, through tomorrow, or for four more weeks,
we will do what we need to and bring this home,” Warnock wrote.

On Tuesday night, Walker asked supporters to “hang in there a little bit longer.”

“I'm telling you right now, | am like Ricky Bobby, | don’t come to lose,” Walker said.

If neither Walker nor Warnock surpasses the 50 percent threshold, they will head the Dec. 6 runoff.

Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) holds on to a nearly 17-point lead over his Republican challenger
Blake Masters.

Sen. Mark Kelly (D-AZ) delivers remarks to supporters at his election night rally at the Rialto Theatre in
Tucson, Arizona, on Nov. 08, 2022. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)
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Republican challenger Adam Laxalt has taken a considerable lead over Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto
(D-Nev.) with 72 percent counted, at 0700ET.
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In Wisconsin, Sen. Ron Johnson may just barely save the seat for Republicans with Democrat
Mandela Barnes pulling within about 1.5 points.

“We’ve looked very closely at the numbers,” Johnson said. “We feel very confident that
there’s no way that they can really make up that gap.

“But I'm not going to declare victory until all the numbers are in, but | just want to give you
guys a sense that this race is over.”
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Supporters of Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI) watch election returns during an election night party at the
Best Western Premier Bridgewood Resort in Neenah, Wisconsin, on Nov. 08, 2022. (Chip
Somodevilla/Getty Images)

In the House, Republicans have so far flipped nine seats and Democrats flipped three.
Republicans are projected to squeeze out around 226 seats, securing them a slight majority.
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L+ Michigan election results: Democratic Rep. Elissa Slotkin defeats Republican
Tom Barrett in key contest

L+ Kevin McCarthy: It is clear we're going to take the House back
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Republican Thomas Kean Jr. was able to flip the 7th District of New Jersey, which used to be solidly
red, but was won for Democrats in 2018 by Rep. Tom Malinowski.

Lauren Boebert, now representative-elect, speaks to supporters during a campaign rally in Colona,
Colo., on Oct. 10, 2020. (Jason Connolly/AFP via Getty Images)

On the other hand, Republican firebrand Rep. Lauren Boebert could lose her seat in Colorado’s 3rd
District to Democrat Adam Frisch.

coo03 L
ﬂ Adam Frisch - 147,263 50.85%
@) LaurenBoebert () — 142328 49.15%

Polls are closed Reporting 92.53% in

The bottom line is Republican hopes for a wide House majority were dashed as Democrats held
more seats than expected and even flipped a few Republican ones.

Votes are still being counted early Wednesday morning, but current totals indicate that House
Republicans will control the chamber by a slim margin, making it more difficult to govern and giving
small groups of lawmakers out-sized power.

The race for control of the Senate could very well come down to a Dec. 6 runoff in Georgia.

Democrats picked up a Senate seat in Pennsylvania, and Republicans have a strong chance of flipping
a seat in Nevada. Early returns suggest Democrats could keep a seat they have in Arizona and
Republicans retain a seat they now have in Wisconsin.
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The so-called MAGA Republicans, backed by Trump, did not fare as well as expected.
From the market’s perspective, this means gridlock — just as it wanted:

“It is clear that any Republican majority is likely to be extremely narrow. From a market
perspective, that would certainly be attractive,” said DWS Global Chief Investment Officer Bjoern
Jesch.

“On the one hand, this would remove corporate tax increases or other spending packages that would
have threatened both houses if the Democrats marched through. On the other hand, the Republicans
would probably be too divided to set their own strong accents in legislation.”

by Tyler Durden
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