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Powerful Gas Pipeline Explosion Rocks Eastern Ukraine; Biden “Convinced By
Intel” Putin Has Decided To Invade

Description

USA/UKRAINE: (Update 5:30pm ET): Shortly after images of the gas pipeline explosion was reaching
social media, President Biden appeared behind the lectern at The White House (an hour late) to tell the
world that he’s “convinced” that Russian President Vladimir Putin has decided to launch a
further invasion in Ukraine, including an assault on its capital, Kyiv.

After weeks of saying the U.S. wasn’t sure if Putin had made the final decision to launch a widespread
invasion, Biden said that assessment had changed, citing “significant intelligence capability.”

“As of this moment I'm convinced he’s made the decision,” Biden said.

“We have reason to believe that.” He reiterated that it could occur in the “coming days.”

“We believe they will target Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, a city of 2.8 million innocent
people,” he said of Russian forces.

But with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken scheduled to speak with Russian Foreign Minister

Sergei Lavrov on Thursday, Biden said there is still time for negotiations to defuse the crisis.
“Diplomacy is always a possibility,” he said.

Meanwhile, US officials are also convinced that Russia was responsible for the DDOS attacks in

Ukraine this week

The U.S. has technical information linking Russian GRU to this week’s distributed denial of
service attacks in Ukraine. Known GRU infrastructure has been noted transmitting high
volumes of communications to Ukraine-based IP addresses and associated banking-related
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domains.

— National Security Council (@WHNSC) February 18, 2022

Additionally, if any more FUD was needed, Foreign Policy reports that the US has obtained intelligence
that Russia may target prominent political opponents, anti-corruption activists, and Belarusian and
Russian dissidents living in exile should it move forward with plans to invade Ukraine.

* * %

(Update 4:48pm ET): In the overnight hours local time a massive gas pipeline explosion is being
reported, with a fire raging at the site. Early unconfirmed reports suggest the powerful explosion rocked
a part of the pipeline in the pro-Russian separatist region, in or near the city of Luhansk.

Interfax is also confirming a “pipeline fire in Eastern Ukraine after a powerful explosion”... Dramatic

videos were quick to emerge showing a bright fireball on the horizon.

A gas pipeline is on fire in breakaway region Luhansk in Ukraine, Ria and others report
pic.twitter.com/9em7JG5Maz

— Rag?p Soylu (@ragipsoylu) February 18, 2022

“An explosion has rocked the city of Lugansk in eastern Ukraine late on Friday, Sputnik news agency’s
correspondent has reported,” according to Russian media.

And reports of a second explosion have come across the news wires:

RUSSIA’'S INTERFAX NEWS AGENCY REPORTS SECOND EXPLOSION IN LUHANSK
IN EAST UKRAINE

La explosion en Luhansk parece grave pic.twitter.com/JbJWbtWLF3

— 6w (@6w_es) February 18, 2022

“Local media have also confirmed that a pipeline in the area has been affected, resulting in a major
fire. Emergency services are on the scene,” the report said.

Hawkish Republican Senator Marco Rubio was quick to immediately point the finger at Russia for
sabotage, suggesting that that Washington might have its ‘false flag’ moment to pin on Moscow

#Russia just blew up an important gas pipeline in Eastern #Ukraine & will now falsely blame
it on Ukrainian forces. And their propaganda outlets started spreading it just minutes after it
happened.
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https://twitter.com/WHNSC/status/1494796573959725057?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/02/18/russia-ukraine-arrest-assassination-invasion/?tpcc=recirc_latest062921
https://t.co/9em7JG5Maz
https://twitter.com/ragipsoylu/status/1494787414061109251?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://t.co/JbJWbtWLF3
https://twitter.com/6w_es/status/1494783773564624908?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Russia?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ukraine?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
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pic.twitter.com/9bWrSvcQOy

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) February 18, 2022

* * %

(Update 12:30 ET): Russia’s RIA is now reporting that the head of the Russian-backed Donetsk
People’s Republic, when asked whether things are moving towards war, said “unfortunately, yes.”

RIA is quoting the head of the Russian-backed Donetsk People’s Republic responding to
the question of whether things are moving towards a war, and he says “unfortunately, yes”
#Ukraine #Russia

— Michael A. Horowitz (@michaelh992) February 18, 2022

Meanwhile, Donetsk Republic separatists say they plan to evacuate approximately 700,000 people to
Russia.

* * *

(Update 11:05ET): Futures have taken the elevator to session lows after Russia’s RIA reports a large
explosion occurred near the separatists’ government building in the center of Donetsk.
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Here are photos of the explosion that occurred after dark local time in Donetsk...
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https://t.co/9bWrSvcQ0y
https://twitter.com/marcorubio/status/1494788172626202629?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ukraine?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Russia?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/michaelh992/status/1494723231730782210?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/rianru/status/1494705082943873024?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
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... and which has been attributed to a car bomb assassination attempt.

Donbas breakaway government says a car exploded near their HQ in Donbas/Donetsk.
So we can all calm down

— Rag?p Soylu (@ragipsoylu) February 18, 2022

The news slammed US equity markets to session lows...
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https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/explosion0.jpg?itok=LmdFgDld
https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/explosion1.jpg?itok=HzmZgbY2
https://twitter.com/ragipsoylu/status/1494707898454261763?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
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... hammered the ruble, which is now down 1.6% against the dollar...
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... and pushed safe havens such as Treasuries and gold higher.

* % %

Update (0950ET): Now the second Donbas republic has announced it has initiated the evacuation of
civilians as there are reports that intense fighting has broken out at various spots along the line
of contact.
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https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/unnamed - 2022-02-18T110747.840.jpg?itok=btW18OEC
https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/unnamed (55)_0.png?itok=q8wFbD6d
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“The leader of the second self-declared republic in eastern Ukraine has announced that the evacuation
of civilians to Russia is being organized,” CNN reports after pro-Russian separatist leaders in Donetsk
hours ago announced the same.

Some of the first footage to have emerged of the evacuations in progress...

Footage from Donetsk apparently showing orphans being loaded onto buses leaving for
Russia. pic.twitter.com/1BBVjalLewl

— Kevin Rothrock (@KevinRothrock) February 18, 2022

Leonid Pasechnik of Luhansk People’s Republic, said in a statement the evacuations began “due to
the escalation of tension on the contact line, instructed the heads of the territories of the Republic to
ensure the organized evacuation of the population... and help the population in the delivery to border
checkpoints.”

He added “the Russian Federation is ready to provide organized reception and accommodation on its
territory of residents of the Luhansk People’s Republic.”

Update (0845ET): During a press conference in Moscow with Belarus leader Lukashenko, Putin
appeared to offer (perhaps) a slightly less rancorous tone...

e *PUTIN: RUSSIA ISN'T AGAINST TALKS ON U.S. SECURITY PRPOPOSALS
e *PUTIN: KYIV JUST NEEDS TO DISCUSS CONFLICT WITH SEPARATISTS
e *PUTIN: BELARUS DRILLS ARE DEFENSIVE, DON'T THREATEN ANYONE

Meanwhile the narratives continue to duel;

e U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE BLINKEN SAYS WE ARE SEEING SCENARIOS OF RUSSIA
CREATING FALSE PROVOCATIONS IN UKRAINE

e PUTIN SAYS WE ARE SEEING RISING TENSION IN DONBASS, NEED TO IMPLEMENT
MINSK PEACE AGREEMENTS

Additionally Putin says:

“Right now we are seeing a deterioration of the situation” in eastern Ukraine.

While blame-scaping is obvious in the narratives, they both agree that ‘tensions are rising’.

* * %

As we detailed earlier, citing the risk of ‘conflict escalation’, separatists in Donbas (Eastern Ukraine)
have announced the evacuation of women, children, and the elderly at the contact line to Russia,
according to Interfax.
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https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-02-18-22-intl/index.html
https://t.co/1BBVjaLewl
https://twitter.com/KevinRothrock/status/1494694629022871558?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
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The leader of the so-called Donetsk People’s Republic, Denis Pushilin says, claims to have
agreement with government of Russian Rostov region to host people.

Full letter (emphasis ours):

Dear residents of the Donetsk People’s Republic! Countrymen!

In recent months, we have been observing a daily increase in the number of military
personnel and lethal weapons by Ukraine, including Smerch and Uragan multiple launch
rocket systems, NLAW rocket launchers, as well as Javelins and Stingers along the entire
line of contact.

Today their guns are aimed at civilians, at us and our children.

The armed forces of the enemy are in combat formations and are ready for the forceful
capture of Donbass.

President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky will soon give an order to the military to go
on the offensive, to implement a plan to invade the territory of the Donetsk and
Luhansk People’s Republics.

| appeal to all the inhabitants of our state.

The armed forces of the Donetsk People’s Republic, having experience in conducting
military operations, are in constant combat readiness, fully capable of protecting the civilian
population and infrastructure.

Nevertheless, when the enemy shells the settlements of the Republic, the life and
health of our citizens may be endangered
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https://denis-pushilin.ru/news/ekstrennoe-obrashhenie-glavy-dnr-denisa-pushilina-v-svyazi-s-rezkim-obostreniem-voennoj-situatsii/
https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/Pushilin_RT_140222.jpg?itok=ptNbdGv7
https://denis-pushilin.ru/news/ekstrennoe-obrashhenie-glavy-dnr-denisa-pushilina-v-svyazi-s-rezkim-obostreniem-voennoj-situatsii/
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Therefore, from today, February 18, a mass centralized departure of the population to
the Russian Federation has been organized.

First of all, women, children and the elderly are subject to evacuation.

We kindly ask you to listen and make the right decision. Temporary departure will save the
life and health of you and your loved ones.

By agreement with the leadership of the Russian Federation, places for the reception
and accommodation of our citizens are ready in the Rostov Region. The evacuees
will be provided with everything necessary. All conditions have been created for a
quick transition at checkpoints.

The heads of enterprises and institutions need to organize the departure of the families of
employees. Headquarters of territorial defense — to provide transport for the evacuation of
civilians.

Dear fellow countrymen, | ask you to remain calm and calm. Together we will stand and win!

Denis Pushilin,
Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic

It appears the evacuation is under way...

Buses being prepared for evacuation #Ukraine pic.twitter.com/1JLOjugM3w

— Michael A. Horowitz (@michaelh992) February 18, 2022

Sirens are reportedly sounding in Donetsk...

Video circulated by pro-separatist sources: Sirens sounding in Donetsk #Ukraine
pic.twitter.com/vDCFpKKkk5I

— Michael A. Horowitz (@michaelh992) February 18, 2022

That headline triggered the algos into sell-mode and erased all of the Blinken-Lavrov spike gains...
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ukraine?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://t.co/1JLOjugM3w
https://twitter.com/michaelh992/status/1494679847917998092?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ukraine?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://t.co/vDCFpKkk5l
https://twitter.com/michaelh992/status/1494678549453840389?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
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Gold is spiking back above $1900...
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Ahead of a long weekend, we suspect few will be willing to roll the dice long with both sides appearing
to be escalating the words and actions.
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