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WORLD : In a bid to manage the fallout from his government’s intelligence failure, Putin’s initial 
remarks this morning hinted at Ukrainian complicity, signaling a clear strategy to shift blame.

What are the implications for Russian politics as well as Putin’s war in Ukraine? In this special podcast
episode, Jacob Heilbrunn speaks with Paul Saunders, a noted Russia expert and the president of the
Center for the National Interest.

Saunders served in the Bush Administration from 2003 to 2005 as Senior Advisor to the Under
Secretary of State for Global Affairs.
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