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Pfizer is Funding Facebook’s Fact-Checking Partner.
Description

USA: Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer Inc. is sponsoring journalism training programs utilized by Facebook
to train its “fact-checking” partners and censor stories and posts critical of COVID-19 vaccines.

The International Center For Journalists (ICFJ) — itself funded by the Open Society Foundations
amongst others — is partnered with Meta, Facebook’s parent company, on its “Journalism Project”
initiative. In turn, Facebook relies on the journalists funded and trained by ICFJ to “combat
misinformation” on its platform through its controversial fact-checking operation.

Together, Facebook and the ICFJ have funded news outlets based in Africa, Latin America, and the
Middle East with a focus on COVID-19 reporting.

Facebook’s fact-checking partner ICFJ, however, also receives financial backing from Pfizer, with its
recently announced 2022 Arthur F. Burns Fellowship — named after a former Federal Reserve
chairman — lists the pharmaceutical giant as one of the program’s sponsors.

“ICFJ’s longest-running program, the Arthur F. Burns Fellowship provides talented young U.S.,
German and Canadian journalists the opportunity to live and work in each other’s country,” explains a
program summary. The program has produced dozens of alumni who “now work as foreign
correspondents in 20 countries for well-known news outlets, such as The Washington Post, Reuters,
CNN, ARD, Deutsche Welle and the Suddeutsche Zeitung,” according to the ICFJ.
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https://www.facebook.com/journalismproject
https://thenationalpulse.com/news/facebook-just-admitted-in-court-that-its-fact-checks-are-just-third-party-opinions/
https://thenationalpulse.com/2021/05/11/facebook-partnered-with-group-training-marxist-journalists-for-the-ccp/
https://www.facebook.com/journalismproject/south-africa-news-coronavirus-support
https://www.facebook.com/journalismproject/programs/grants/latin-america-news-coronavirus-support
https://www.facebook.com/journalismproject/middle-east-north-africa-news-coronavirus-support
https://www.icfj.org/our-work/burns/sponsors
https://thenationalpulse.com/2022/02/03/canadas-truckers-hold-the-line-against-absent-trudeau-as-one-province-announces-end-of-restrictions/
https://www.icfj.org/our-work/burns
https://www.gettr.com
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Sponsors

The Arthur F. Burns Board of Trustees in the United States and Germany acknowledges with
Apply By: gratitude the support of the Following organizations and individuals who have made the Arthur F
3/1/20272 Burns program possible:

Sponsors in the U.S,

Program Type
Exchange Corporations and Foundations
BASF

Bismarck Capital

S Dloomberg Philanthropies
BMW of Morth America, LLC

More about this program Brauchli-Farley Fund
Brunswick Croup LLC
Arthur F. Burns Fellowship Goldman, Sachs & Co.
GWFF USA, Inc.
Donate to the Burns Fellowship Linde ple

Fellowship Options Siemens LISA

Turner Construction Company

N The wall Street Journal
Fellowship History

ICFJ Program Sponsors.

The financial relationship with Pfizer dates back to at least 2008, as the center partnered with the
pharmaceutical firm on a “training workshop on journalistic coverage of health issues” across Latin
America.

“The objective of the workshop is to generate greater awareness about the importance of coverage of
health issues in the region and to remember how the media can become leading actors when it comes
to informing and educating the public about health issues. that directly affect your health and quality of
life,” explains a summary.

MUST READ: BELL: Now It's Time to Stop Employers Forcing the Vaccines on Their Staff.

The sole sponsor of the workshop, which also addressed reporting on “cardiovascular diseases,” was
Pfizer.

The unearthed financial ties between Pfizer and Facebook’s fact-checking operation follow the
pharmaceutical giant having additional conflicts of interest with news outlets including Reuters.

by Natalie Winters
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https://www.icfj.org/our-work/training-program-health-journalism-mexico
https://thenationalpulse.com/2021/12/26/ny-times-editor-49-dies-one-day-after-moderna-booster-shot/
https://thenationalpulse.com/2021/12/01/conflict-reuters-chairman-is-pfizer-investor-and-board-member/
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