
Military Whistleblowers Sound Alarm on ‘Devastating’ Consequences of
Pentagon’s Vaccine Mandate

Description

USA: Whistleblower service members are speaking out on behalf of thousands of service 
members whose careers have been jeopardized for objecting to Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin’s 2021 military COVID-19 vaccine mandate. They’ve expressed concern over the vaccine 
mandate’s legality, as well as its health effects.

Alongside three members of the Armed Forces, attorney and former Marine Corps Capt. Dale Saran
participated in a live-streamed military whistleblowers press conference on Oct. 18 to highlight
concerns about the military vaccine mandate. The video has garnered more than 40,000 views, to date.

Saran once defended service members involved in a fight against the Pentagon’s mandatory anthrax
vaccination program. He is also challenging the Pentagon’s vaccine mandate in a class-action lawsuit.
He noted in the press conference the current case bears striking similarities to the legal battle against
the anthrax vaccine program almost 20 years ago.

Saran said that “at the heart of most of the legal claims” against today’s military COVID-19 vaccine
mandate is the fact that “there is no licensed vaccine” available to service members.

The attorney and many service members argue that the Pentagon’s vaccine mandate, which covers
“COVID-19 vaccines that receive full licensure from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), in
accordance with FDA-approved labeling and guidance,” does not apply to any vaccines issued under
emergency use authorization (EUA), such as the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

They say that the military has mainly offered service members EUA Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, rather
than the FDA-approved Cominarty vaccine, and thus cannot compel personnel to take them. They also
argue that a Pentagon policy that says the Cominarty and EUA Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines are
interchangeable is illegal.

Saran said the continued push to vaccinate service members is “done just to break them.”

At the press conference, Air Force First Lieutenant John Bowes, an F-16 student pilot, pointed out
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various reports that have been sent to congress concerning the military vaccine mandate’s effect on
military readiness and the health of service members.

“We were there to advocate for the 80,000 service members who aren’t being heard,” Bowes told The
Epoch Times after the conference.

“We’re making a call for help to both Congress and the American people to stand up for us and give us
some protection from the Department of Defense so that we can continue to serve—which is all we
want to do,” he said.

The press conference allowed active-duty service members and “an exceptional lawyer” to speak out
against the military vaccine mandate, Bowes said. And according to him, each is risking their career in
order to bring awareness to “the absolutely dire problem that we’re facing right now.”

Like Saran, Bowes considers the current COVID-19 vaccine mandate to be “almost a carbon copy of
what happened with anthrax nearly two decades ago.” He added that “anthrax ended up being ruled as
a vaccine that couldn’t be forced on service members because it was experimental.”

“It’s shocking to see this exact same thing happen 20 years later.”

Bowes added that the whistleblower service members involved in the press conference “will continue
to respectfully bring up the devasting consequences [of the vaccine mandate] to both national security
and the health and safety of our force at every opportunity they are given.”

The officer emphasized that his views do not reflect those of the Department of Defense or Air Force.

Continued Concern

Navy Cmdr. Olivia Degenkolb, who has served for 20 years, also participated in the press conference.

Early on, Degenkolb had “significant concerns” regarding the vaccine’s effect on fertility and its
carcinogenicity prior to the military vaccine mandate, which she said were dismissed by military
medical staff, she told The Epoch Times, emphasizing that her views do not represent those of the
Department of Defense or Navy.

She pointed out that the Comirnaty package insert reads: “COMIRNATY has not been evaluated for
the potential to cause carcinogenicity, genotoxicity, or impairment of male fertility. In a developmental
toxicity study in rats with COMIRNATY there were no vaccine-related effects on female fertility”.

In addition to health concerns, Degenkolb also raised concerns with military leadership about the
legality of mandating EUA products, as well as the legality of compelling COVID-19 testing, and mask
wearing.

“These EUA products are not formally licensed by the FDA and by federal law, they cannot be
mandated,” she said.

She said the Navy ignored those concerns.

Degenkolb’s initial religious accommodation request was denied in December 2021, but her appeal is
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still pending. Her religious and legal objections have resulted in the loss of an assignment in China,
denial of leave, loss of training opportunities, lack of access to her family’s belongings, and other family
hardships, she said.

“On top of that, I received a career-ending performance evaluation in August 2022 and have been
recommended for a show cause board to terminate my service with the Navy,” Degenkolb said.

Like others who oppose the vaccine mandate, Degenkolb said that the policy has harmed military
readiness, at a time when the United States faces increased threats.

“Demand for a robust military force is increasing worldwide due to countries such as Russia and China,
which are engaging in increasingly aggressive activities,” she said.

Therefore, “mandating EUA products is not only dangerous and illegal, but it also undermines national
security,” she added.

During the press conference, Army Capt. Grant Smith said that concerns about the vaccine have
“fallen on deaf ears.”

Smith said “this vaccine is unsafe and ineffective for active-duty service members,” while agreeing with
the others that the mandate has “been a disaster for readiness.” He emphasized that his views are not
reflective of the Department of Defense or the Army.

The Department of Defense, Department of the Air Force, Department of the Navy, and Department of
the Army officials did not return requests for comment from The Epoch Times.
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