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Description

UKRAINE/RUSSIA: The Russian and Ukrainian delegations have held three rounds of peace talks so
far, with Kiev saying that the representatives of the teams meet via videoconference every day.

The Russian special military operation in Ukraine has entered its 19th day, and the delegations of the
two countries are expected to hold virtual talks on 14 March to sum up the preliminary results of the
previously-held negotiations.
The parties have already held three rounds of peace negotiations, with Leonid Slutsky, the head of the
Russian State Duma Committee on International Affairs, and a member of the Russian negotiating
delegation, saying on 13 March that the two sides have made substantial progress compared to when
the talks had just started.
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky has indicated that one of his team’s goals is to arrange a
meeting with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin. He added that talks with Russia are necessary
and have already contributed to the creation of multiple humanitarian corridors in Ukraine.
Russia launched a special military operation in Ukraine on 24 February after the Donbass republics
appealed for help due to continued attacks by Kiev forces. Russian President Vladimir Putin stressed
that demilitarisation and “de-nazification” are among the key goals of the special operation. Moscow
has repeatedly stressed that it has no plans to occupy Ukraine, insisting the armed forces only target
the country’s military infrastructure.
In response to Russia’s operation, the Western countries have rolled out a comprehensive sanctions
campaign against Moscow, which includes airspace closures and restrictive measures targeting
numerous Russian officials and entities, media, and financial institutions.
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