
‘Killer Robots’ are Coming to San Francisco
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San Francisco supervisors voted Tuesday to allow police to use potentially lethal remote-controlled
robots in some life-threatening emergencies, according to The Associated Press.

The San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) could remotely deploy robots with explosives against a
“violent, armed, or dangerous suspect,” SFPD spokesman Allison Maxie said in a statement to the AP.
The robots are not pre-armed and the department does not have plans to arm them with guns, the
department told the Daily Caller News Foundation.

“No policy can anticipate every conceivable situation or exceptional circumstance which officers may
face. The SFPD must be prepared, and have the ability, to respond proportionally,” a SFPD public
information officer told the DCNF.

The debate surrounding lethal-force robots was amplified by a 2016 incident in which Dallas police
officers used an improvised robot carrying explosives to kill a shooter who had killed five police
officers, according to The Washington Post. SFPD acquired some of their robots through a federal
grant money and others from military surplus.

SFPD acquired 12 robots from 2010 to 2017 which are used to assess bombs or assist police in low
visibility situations, according to the AP. Police are now required to get approval from the city’s
supervisors under a California law requiring approval for police possession of military grade weapons.

Peak dystopia: Killer robots. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors is voting on a
proposal for the San Francisco Police Department to be able to allow cops to use robots to
kill people. They would apply the same policy that allows human cops to use deadly force. 
pic.twitter.com/gcOlfKppjF

— Mike Sington (@MikeSington) November 30, 2022
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https://dailycaller.com/2016/07/08/police-dallas-suspect-upset-about-black-lives-matter-wanted-to-kill-white-people/
https://www.police.ucsb.edu/assembly-bill-481#:~:text=California Assembly Bill (AB) 481,as defined by the legislature.
https://t.co/gcOlfKppjF
https://twitter.com/MikeSington/status/1597905041989718016?ref_src=twsrc^tfw


Supervisors voted 8-3 to pass the law despite objections from civil liberties advocates who said the
robots could make the police more aggressive, particularly with poor and minority communities,
according to the AP.

San Francisco has seen worsening crime since 2020 including frequent smash-and-grab robberies
conducted by organized criminals which are driving business out of the city. Violent and property crime
have continued to rise through 2022, including homicide.

The city’s board of supervisors did not respond to the DCNF’s request for comment.
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