
Germany Believes High Explosive Devices Equivalent To “500 Kilograms Of TNT”
Used To Destroy Nord Stream

Description

Update (0954ET):

German newspaper Der Spiegel reported that German security officials believe “highly effective 
explosive devices” were used to blow up the Nord Stream pipelines in the Baltic Sea.

According to SPIEGEL information, it was calculated that explosive devices with an 
effect comparable to that of 500 kilograms of TNT must have been used to destroy the 
tubes. The seismic signals registered by various measuring stations were also included in 
the estimate. 

The previously unknown estimates support the assumption that only a state actor can be 
behind the action. So far, the federal government has held back with speculation about 
the background to the interruption of the pipelines.

There is a lot of speculation that Russia is behind the action. The Russian leadership, 
however, described the process as international terrorism directed against Russia.

The federal government is hoping for more information from a more detailed examination of 
the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines, which are interrupted to the north-east and south-east 
of the Baltic Sea island of Bornholm. In security circles it was said that divers or a 
remote-controlled robot could possibly assess the damage at the weekend.

In the best-case scenario, one could then draw initial conclusions about the type of 
explosion under water and the explosives used, according to security circles. However, it is 
difficult to predict how many traces can still be found. — Der Spiegel

The blasts were so large that the Swedish National Seismic Network detected a 1.9 on the Richter
scale and another one that registered 2.3…
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https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nord-stream-lecks-ermittler-gehen-von-bomben-mit-grosser-sprengkraft-aus-a-089aef88-b323-45f1-9ec8-74491bf8b5fc?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter#ref=rss
https://www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/15-things-we-know-about-mysterious-explosions-severely-damaged-nord-stream-1-and-2


Two powerful underwater explosions were detected on Monday in the same area of sea as 
the Nord Stream gas leaks, according to the Swedish National Seismic Network.

The monitoring network said the first explosion occurred on Monday at 2:03 a.m. Swedish 
time with a magnitude of 1.9 on the Richter scale, followed by a second at 7:04 p.m. on the 
same day with a magnitude of 2.3.

To get an idea of what the bombs had to rip through to damage the tubes, Bloomberg’s Javier Blas
shows NS1 and NS2 were inches thick of steel coated with tons of concrete on each section. Blas said
each tube is ‘very strong’.

How strong is a Nord Stream pipe? Quite!

The steel pipe itself has a wall of 4.1 centimeters (1.6 inches), and it's coated with another
6-11 cm of steel-reinforced concrete. Each section of the pipe weighs 11 tonnes, which
goes to 24-25 tonnes after the concrete is applied. pic.twitter.com/BFYnv36CaF

— Javier Blas (@JavierBlas) September 27, 2022

What sparked our attention is why did the CIA warn Germany of an attack on Nord Stream weeks in
advance?

CIA Warned Germany Of Possible Nord Stream Pipeline Attack https://t.co/jwV0uWSmrV

— zerohedge (@zerohedge) September 27, 2022

And now NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg called the Nord Stream attack “sabotage” and
said it would be met with a “determined response.”

* * *

Update (0735ET):

Reuters quoted NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday, saying attacks against EU
critical infrastructure would be met with a “determined response.” He called the acts “sabotage. ”

“All currently available information indicates that this is the result of deliberate, reckless, 
and irresponsible acts of sabotage.

“We, as Allies, have committed to prepare for, deter and defend against the coercive use of 
energy and other hybrid tactics by state and non-state actors. Any deliberate attack against 
Allies’ critical infrastructure would be met with a united and determined response,” a 
statement from the North Atlantic Council (NATO) read.
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https://t.co/BFYnv36CaF
https://twitter.com/JavierBlas/status/1574780608785653763?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://t.co/jwV0uWSmrV
https://twitter.com/zerohedge/status/1574833560476958720?ref_src=twsrc^tfw


Separately Stoltenberg tweeted:

The sabotage of the Nordstream pipelines is of deep concern. #NATO is committed to deter
and defend against hybrid attacks. Any deliberate attack against Allies’ critical infrastructure
would be met with a united and determined response. https://t.co/XSiqWK20xF

— Jens Stoltenberg (@jensstoltenberg) September 29, 2022

Stoltenberg nor NATO named the culprit behind the pipeline attacks, though some EU officials have
suggested Russia.

There was no mention of how NATO “arrived at its assessment that the damage, which it said has
caused substantial environmental fallout and shipping disruptions, resulted from the intentional attack,” 
WSJ noted.

NATO’s statement is a significant increase in tensions between Russia and the West ahead of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s move to annex parts of eastern Ukraine.

More details on the fourth Nord Stream leak are below.

* * *

Sweden’s coastguard confirmed a new leak was discovered on the damaged Nord Stream pipeline 
system in the Baltic Sea on Thursday, according to Reuters. Add this to the three other leaks for a
grand total of four that have been spewing natural gas into the water since Monday.

“Two of these four are in Sweden’s exclusive economic zone,” coast guard spokesperson 
Jenny Larsson told Svenska Dagbladet newspaper. He said the other two are situated in 
the Danish exclusive economic zone. 

While neither NS1 nor NS2 was operational during the suspected undersea explosions earlier this
week, they were filled with NatGas to Germany, with Denmark estimating the leaks would dissipate by
Sunday.
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/NATO?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://t.co/XSiqWK20xF
https://twitter.com/jensstoltenberg/status/1575414553218891776?ref_src=twsrc^tfw
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nato-formally-blames-sabotage-for-nord-stream-pipeline-damage-11664449396
https://www.zerohedge.com/commodities/damage-nord-stream-pipelines-unprecedented-may-have-been-sabotaged
https://www.zerohedge.com/commodities/damage-nord-stream-pipelines-unprecedented-may-have-been-sabotaged
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/fourth-leak-found-nord-stream-pipelines-swedish-coast-guard-says-2022-09-29/
https://www.zerohedge.com/commodities/damage-nord-stream-pipelines-unprecedented-may-have-been-sabotaged


There are two massive gas bubbles on the surface of the Baltic above the damaged pipelines in
Sweden’s economic zone. One gas bubble measures a staggering 2,950 feet in diameter, while the
other is about 600 feet.

Several EU heads have called the incident “deliberate” and “sabotage,” with Finland stating that only a
state actor was capable of the pipeline attack.
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https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/2022-09-29_06-56-46.png?itok=alzho9Xh
https://www.zerohedge.com/s3/files/inline-images/sat.png?itok=5EEwHIOq


The Baltic region is getting more intense by the day as Norway, now Europe’s top natural gas supplier
(recently displaced Russia), increased security at energy infrastructure sites, land terminals, and
platforms on the Norwegian continental shelf. There were reports of mysterious drones buzzing oil rigs.

The UN Security Council will meet Friday at Russia’s request to review the damage to NS1 and NS2.
Russia’s US embassy asked for the meeting as it “insists on the need for a comprehensive and
objective examination of the circumstances of the unprecedented attacks on Russian pipelines.”

Reuters said the embassy commented on its Telegram channel that the US attempts to “squeeze out”
Russian oil firms from the global energy market through “non-market methods and sanctions.”

The Russian prosecutor’s office told Interfax the Nord Stream incident is being investigated as an
“international terrorism” probe.

For now, NS1 appears as if it won’t be operational anytime soon (NS2 was never operational though
filled with gas). Before this winter and the reduction in NS1 capacity, the EU received about 40% of its
NatGas via pipelines from Russia, a figure that Bloomberg now has around 9%.
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