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Food Processing Plant Fires: Conspiracy Or Coincidence?

Description

In the midst of unprecedented inflation, skyrocketing commaodity prices and projected food shortages
and supply chain issues arising as a result of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, an interesting story has
started to surface: food processing plants globally appear to be catching fire and burning down at a
notable rate.

First, lets examine what seems odd. For weeks, social media users and bloggers have been
throwing around the story that dozens of food processing facilities have mysteriously burned down over
the last few months.

It's a phenomenon that has even caught the attention of top rated cable TV news host Tucker Carlson,
who spoke about it this week.

“This is the second time in a week something like this happened,” Carlson said about breaking news
after a plane crashed into a food facility in Georgia.

“So industrial accidents happen, of course, but this is a lot of industrial accidents at food processing
plants. At the same time the president is warning us of food shortages. They’re getting hit by planes
and catching on fire. What is going on here?” Carlson asked.

Carlson’s guest, Jason Rantz opined: “It could lead to some serious food shortages. That's why people
are wondering, well, number one, what's going on? And you’'ve got people speculating that this might
be an intentional way to disrupt the food supply. Police are saying that these fires are due to faulty
issues with equipment, so they’re not saying this was intentional.”

But Carlson admitted there was little in the way of evidence of a conspiracy: “The onus is on people
who think this is a conspiracy theory to explain what is going on, what are the odds of that. | have no
idea.”
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https://www.eviemagazine.com/post/18-food-processing-plants-have-burned-down-in-the-last-several-months-wonder-what-is-going-on
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/food-beverage/tucker-carlson-stokes-food-plant-fires-rumor
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Fire at pig farm in Co Armagh, Northern Ireland (via The Western Standard)

The Western Standard has also been following the story closely and found dozens upon dozens of
incidents globally.

“Beyond North American food processing plants, there have been dozens more food processing
facilities destroyed in fires and explosions in the last two years,” the outlet wrote days ago.

“Fires in the food industry are not uncommon,” but the incidents appear to be on the rise, the report
said.

The outlet recapped some of the more recent incidents, which it compiled in this list (this is only a
partial list, TWS'’s full list is here):

¢ On Monday, 43,000 chickens died in a massive fire that destroyed four chicken houses on a farm
in the Dutch town of Heusden, according to World Today News.

¢ In March, a fire at a poultry farm in India killed 3,500 chickens. According to PiPa News, the fire
destroyed the entire farm.

¢ Another poultry farm in India was also hit by fire in March killing 8,500 chicks. Times of India
reported the fire may have been caused by a short circuit.

¢ In January, a fire at a poultry farm in Kerala, India killed more than 2,500 chickens, according to
The Print.

¢ In December 2021, 8,000 chickens were killed in a poultry farm blaze in Sri Lanka. News First
reported the fire was likely sparked by an “electrical leak.”

e A massive blaze at a Northern Ireland farm killed hundreds of pigs in November 2021, as reported
by News Letter. No one was injured.

¢ In October 2021, a large fire at a Fermanagh poultry farm in Northern Ireland killed 16,000 birds.
It took firefighters more than seven hours to get control of the fire, as reported by That's Farming.
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https://cdn.substack.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https://bucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com/public/images/fa0772a5-a4ce-4ce6-8df0-92399aeefcf2_533x333.png
https://westernstandardonline.com/2022/04/exclusive-food-shortages-magnified-by-string-of-destroyed-food-processing-facilities/
https://westernstandardonline.com/2022/04/exclusive-destruction-of-food-plants-a-global-phenomenon/
https://westernstandardonline.com/2022/04/exclusive-destruction-of-food-plants-a-global-phenomenon/
https://www.world-today-news.com/thousands-of-animals-die-in-fire-that-rages-in-four-chicken-houses/
https://pipanews.com/poultry-farm-fire-do-you-know-how-many-chickens-were-burnt/'
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/poultry-farm-fire-kills-8500-chicks/articleshow/90342186.cms
https://theprint.in/india/fire-at-poultry-farm-in-kerala-kills-over-2500-chickens/816425/
https://www.newsfirst.lk/2021/12/11/8000-chicken-dead-in-poultry-farm-blaze/
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/business/farmer-devastated-after-massive-fire-kills-large-number-of-pigs-firefighters-remain-at-scene-3470068
https://thatsfarming.com/farming-news/poultry-farm-fire/
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¢ A large fire broke out in September 2021 at a Chilean food processing plant. Although no injuries
were reported, several crews were needed to battle the blaze, as reported by La Tercera.

¢ In July 2021, a deadly fire at a Bangladesh food processing factory Kkills at least 52 people, as
reported by Aljazeera.

¢ Another fire at a poultry house in East Yorkshire, England in July 2021 killed 50,000 chickens.
The fire was said to be caused by accidental ignition, as reported by the Daily Mail.

¢ In April 2021, over 55,000 pigs were killed after a fire broke out at a German pig farm. USA
Today reported the cause of the blaze was unclear.

Riverway Foods fire in Harlow, UK (via BBC/The Western Standard)

Additionally, the FBI has also warned about cyberattacks against food processing plants (yet another
reason | like cybersecurity stocks) in the days following coverage of the fires.

If you enjoy my work, have the means and want to support Fringe Finance, as well as gain access to
all of my articles, you can subscribe here: Subscribe now

Zero Hedge reported last weekend that the FBI's Cyber Division published a notice warning about
increased cyber-attack threats on agricultural cooperatives.

“Ransomware actors may be more likely to attack agricultural cooperatives during critical
planting and harvest seasons, disrupting operations, causing financial loss, and negatively
impacting the food supply chain,” the notice read, adding 2021 and early 2022 ransomware
attacks on farming co-ops could affect the current planting season “by disrupting the supply
of seeds and fertilizer.”

The agency warned, “A significant disruption of grain production could impact the entire
food chain, since grain is not only consumed by humans but also used for animal feed ... In
addition, a significant disruption of grain and corn production could impact commodities

Page 3
Footer Tagline


https://www.latercera.com/nacional/noticia/bomberos-combate-incendio-que-afecta-a-fabrica-de-carozzi-en-la-region-del-maule/NBF2XVX5T5D4PLWYR57UE4ELDM/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/9/deadly-fire-at-bangladesh-food-processing-factory
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9758319/Horror-50-000-chickens-die-huge-blaze-tears-barns-east-Yorkshire.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2021/04/01/germany-pig-farm-fire-55-000-animals-dead-alt-tellin/4835139001/
https://cdn.substack.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https://bucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com/public/images/7881028e-0ef4-4ffc-9197-c9b2249d5d55_976x549.jpeg
https://quoththeraven.substack.com/p/select-favorite-longs-and-shorts/comments?s=w
https://quoththeraven.substack.com/subscribe?utm_medium=web&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=52740465
https://www.zerohedge.com/commodities/fbi-warns-imminent-cyber-attacks-food-plants-after-mysterious-rash-fires
https://www.ic3.gov/Media/News/2022/220420-2.pdf
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trading and stocks. “

Zero Hedge astutely noted that this is “all happening as the Ukraine-Russian conflict has disrupted the
global food supply chain. Food prices are at record highs, and the Rockefeller Foundation just released
their timeframe of when a ‘massive, immediate food crisis’ may begin — they say, ‘in the next six
months.”

Now, let’s examine the skeptical side. There are tens of thousands of such facilities globally, and so
“dozens” of fires aren’t exactly statistically significant. Logically writes:

Upon investigation, Logically found many articles about fires and accidents at food
processing units in 2019. According to a 2019 report by USDA, the United States has more
than 36,000 food and beverage processing units in operation. Minor damages through fires
to a small handful of food processing factories would not cause a food shortage across the
country.

And fact checkers seem to be in unison that there were little to no evidence of foul play in any of the
incidents. The crew at PolitiFact said:

We looked at each of the 18 fires mentioned in the Facebook post and found no evidence
that any of them were intentionally set.

Twelve were either ruled accidental, or no foul play was suspected. One was at a vacant
building that once housed a meat plant. In five others, the fires are either still under
investigation or investigators have not publicly announced any cause found — intentional or
otherwise.

Some of the plants were completely destroyed or heavily damaged, while others suffered
minor damage with little impact on food production. Though the post said the 18 fires
happened in the past six months, only 12 of those happened in that time frame.

Snopes also wrote:
The claim of a new “trend” of fires at food processing facilities does not hold up upon

scrutiny. Almost all of the fires on meme lists involved explainable causes, and we found no
examples of suspected arson.

Well | guess that settles it then, right? You can read the full “debunking” of the narrative here.

As with all forum posts, I'd love to know what my readers think: coincidence or something
more?

Leave your comments at this link, where we already have an ongoing discussion about this topic.

Submitted by QTR’s Fringe Finance
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https://www.zerohedge.com/commodities/fbi-warns-imminent-cyber-attacks-food-plants-after-mysterious-rash-fires
https://www.zerohedge.com/commodities/rockefeller-foundation-president-starts-countdown-until-all-hell-breaks-loose
https://www.logically.ai/factchecks/library/2417f688
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/food-processing-plant/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/apr/26/facebook-posts/no-food-plant-fires-arent-attempt-create-food-shor/
https://quoththeraven.substack.com/p/dozens-of-food-processing-plants/comments?s=w
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