
Crimean Bridge reopens for traffic after explosion (VIDEO)

Description

UKRAINE: Cars and buses have already started moving, and use of the railway part is planned 
for later on Saturday

Road traffic on the Crimean Bridge, which was damaged by a truck explosion earlier on Saturday, has
partly resumed, and trains are expected to start moving later in the evening.

“The movement of vehicles along the Crimean Bridge has resumed. At the moment, traffic is open to 
cars and buses with a full inspection procedure,” the head of the Republic of Crimea, Sergey
Aksyonov, announced on Telegram.

Truck drivers are advised to use the Kerch ferry crossing, he added.

Russia’s Transport Ministry said that road traffic had been reopened on the bridge, with one lane
available for traffic alternating in both directions.
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Following an initial assessment of the damage to the bridge’s railway, the ministry said the 
“organization of the movement of the first trains will be ensured by 20:00 Moscow time.”

Earlier on Saturday, Russia’s Investigative Committee said the explosion of a truck on the bridge
caused seven fuel tanks of a train heading towards Crimea to ignite. Three people are believed to have
died as a result of the incident.

The All-Russian Union of Insurers has estimated the damage done to the bridge at 200-500 million
rubles ($3.2 to 8 million).

Kiev, despite top officials celebrating the blast, stopped short of claiming responsibility. Nevertheless,
Estonian Foreign Minister Urmas Reinsalu congratulated the “Ukrainian special operations units who 
are believed to be behind this operation.”

Since the launch of Russia’s military operation in Ukraine in late February, various Ukrainian officials
have vowed to attack the Crimean Bridge. Kiev views the peninsula as its own territory which was
illegally “annexed,” in spite of the fact that the region voted overwhelmingly to reunite with Russia
following the 2014 Maidan coup in Kiev.
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