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Alex Berenson Takes His Legal Case Against Twitter to Ireland

Description

USA: American independent journalist Alex Berenson, a vocal critic of the US government’s
pandemic response, sued Twitter after the company kicked him off the site for describing Covid
vaccines as an advance therapeutic with risky side effects. The complaint, which got its first
preliminary hearing in a San Francisco federal court on 28 April, could be a test case for how
Twitter will handle content moderation under the ownership of Elon Musk.

Twitter tried to fend off a free-speech lawsuit on 28 April even as a federal judge asked if Elon Musk’s
takeover might make the whole case moot.

“Your company has been taken over by a new owner, and your new owner may disagree with your
position,” US District Judge William Alsup told Twitter’s lawyers at the hearing. “And | don’t want to
have to spin my wheels and do a lot of work for nothing. So when is your new owner going to decide
whether to continue with this lawsuit?”

The judge set a trial date as 8 May 2023.

Berenson began his anti-mask and vaccine mandate crusade last year, Daily Mail wrote, when an Op-
Ed he penned for the Wall Street Journal claimed the pandemic had caused “a new age of censorship
and suppression.” He was banned from Twitter over a tweet in which he stated that Covid vaccines do
not prevent infection or transmission of the virus.
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https://substack.com/profile/12729762-alex-berenson
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10330409/Journalist-Alex-Berenson-SUES-Twitter-permanent-ban.html
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4 Pinned Tweet

Alex Berenson & @AlexBerens... - 4h
It doesn't stop infection.

Or transmission.

Don't think of it as a vaccine.

Think of it - at best - as a therapeutic
with a limited window of efficacy and
terrible side effect profile that must be
dosed IN ADVANCE OF ILLNESS.

And we want to mandate it?

Insanity.
This Tweet is misleading. Learn
why health officials recommen ‘[E’fﬁ
a vaccine for most people. View gallery

Berenson was banned from Twitter over this tweet, according to his lawsuit

Journalist Alex Berenson Sues Twitter for ‘violation of the First Amendment’ over his
permanent ban for questioning Covid vaccines, Daily Mail, 20 December 2021

On 20 December 2021, Berenson filed a lawsuit in US District Court for Northern California seeking his
reinstatement to Twitter and unspecified monetary damages over his permanent ban in August.

Why did Berenson choose to take legal action in California? He explained in THIS article which he
wrote en route to the preliminary hearing.

California has some of the strongest free-speech protections of any state, Berenson wrote. The free
speech guarantee in the California Constitution makes the First Amendment look weak. Section 2 of
Article 1 (behind only Section 1, “All people are by nature free and independent...”) reads:

Every person may freely speak, write and publish his or her sentiments on all subjects, being
responsible for the abuse of this right. A law may not restrain or abridge liberty of speech or press.

The day after the preliminary hearing Berenson wrote: “[The trial] barely a year away. And if [the judge]
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does allow the suit to move forward, Twitter is likely to do everything it can to slow our progress ... So,
we need to get started with discovery NOW. Like today.

“We have just sent Twitter a list of questions we would like them to answer, documents we would like
them to produce, and admissions of fact we would like them to make. Here’s a sample:”

Done Plaintiff Alex Berenson's First S... ﬁ

INTERROGATORIES
INTERROGATORY No. 1: Explain in detail why you terminated
Plaintift’s account. Include in your explanation which of
Plaintift’s tweets you contend constituted Plaintiff’s Five-strikes
under the Five-Strike Policy as well as (a) the date of each such
tweet, (b) the contents of each such tweet, and how each tweet
violated Twitter policy.

\NSWER:

INTERROGATORY No. 2: Disclose the identity/ies of each person who
determined or otherwise opined to or for you regarding whether
Plaintiff’s tweets violated the Five-Strike Policy (or any other
Twitter policy), and what each such person determined or
opined.

ANSWER:

INTERROGATORY No. 3: [dentify and describe every Enforcement
Action you took against Plaintiff’s Twitter account. Include in

Twitter has some ‘splaining to do

Twitter has 30 days to respond — “though it’s fair to say that my lawyers will be very surprised if we get
a full set of answers by May 29,” Berenson wrote.

Now Berenson is taking his legal case to Ireland. “Coming soon: a defamation suit against Twitter. In
Ireland,” he wrote.
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IN THE MATTER OF THE COURTS OF JUSTICE ACTS 1924 TO 1961, AND THE
COURTS (SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS) ACTS 1961 TO 1981

AS BETWEEN THE PARTIRES TO THE INTENDED PROCEEDING

THE HIGH COURT

Between: i

ALEX BERENSON

Plaintiff
-and-
TWITTER INCORFORATED
TWITTER INTERNATIONAL UNLIMITED COMPANY
Defendants

Berenson v Twitter, Part 2: | am suing for defamation. In Ireland.

Berenson v Twitter, Part 2: | am suing for defamation. In Ireland.

By Alex Berenson

Defamation is a different claim from the lawsuit moving forward in California; it is my effort to hold
Twitter directly accountable for the harm the company caused me and my reputation.

Defamation, per Oxford Languages: “the action of damaging the good reputation of someone; slander
or libel.”

In banning me from the platform for supposedly violating “our Covid-19 misinformation rules,” a
statement it made to multiple news outlets last year, Twitter did not merely severely damage my
reputation as a journalist. It tarred me as a menace to public health. | am not exaggerating.

The first line in Twitter’s “Covid-19 misleading information policy” reads:
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https://alexberenson.substack.com/p/berenson-v-twitter-part-2-i-am-suing/comments?s=r
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“You may not use Twitter’s services to share false or misleading information about Covid-19 which
may lead to harm [emphasis added]...”

Twitter goes on to explain:
“What is in violation of this policy?
“In order for content related to Covid-19 to considered violative under this policy, it must:

¢ advance a claim of fact, expressed in definitive terms;
e be demonstrably false or misleading, based on widely available, authoritative sources; and
¢ be likely to impact public safety or cause serious harm [again, emphasis added]’

“And” is crucial there. All three of those points must be true.
| never wrote anything “demonstrably false or misleading.”
But put that fact aside.

Twitter did not merely call my tweets “misleading” — a claim it no longer makes — it BANNED me after
claiming that | had received the necessary five strikes required for a ban.

Again, its policy is entirely clear: tweets do not accrue strikes except in “cases where we determine
there is potential for harm associated with the misleading claim.”

In contrast, “when the potential for harm is less direct or imminent... [Tweets] will not accrue a strike
in accordance with our strike policy stated below.” [emphasis in original]

Last August, a $40 billion public company that is the world’s foremost platform for journalism told the
world that | was a menace to human health. Why? Because | made statements that were accurate at
the time and have proven prescient in retrospect.
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Journalist Alex Berenson is
permanently suspended by Twitter
over anti-vax COVID-19 tweets

By Matt Mcnulty For Dailymail.Com
17:21 29 Aug 2021, updated 23:44 29 Aug 2021

4 Pinned Tweet

Alex Berenson @ @AlexBerens... - 4h -
It doesn't stop infection.

Or transmission.

Don't think of it as a vaccine.

Think of it - at best - as a therapeutic
with a limited window of efficacy and
terrible side effect profile that must be
dosed IN ADVANCE OF ILLNESS.

And we want to mandate it?
3 Insanity.
Goodbye Twitter

(_'\'- This Tweet is misleading. Learn
@ —— ~ why health officials recommend
T a vaccine for most people.
oo 54 — 1o he sy [P

Mebbirne, o v T e protrag sy tabes bs

Journalist Alex Berenson is permanently suspended by Twitter over anti-vax Covid-19
tweets, The Daily Mail, 29 August 2021

Hey, lil bird? [Berenson’s reference to Twitter’s bird logo]

News flash.
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You don’t get to try to trash my reputation and walk away. Not in the United States, not in Ireland, not
anywhere.

There are no mulligans on this. You are going to have to defend what you said about me to the world —
if you still believe it, if you think it's defensible. And with any luck, a jury will get to weigh in.

The wheels grind slow, but they grind exceeding fine.
by Rhoda Wilson
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